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sition they have made for a new charter of incorporation. I
shall be delighted if the result shall be that they will withdraw
that requisition, and, as a consequence, form a close alliance with
the College of Surgeons&mdash;a great and noble institution, which,
’With all its defects, has produced some of the most eminent and
hest surgeons in Europe&mdash;which possesses, at this moment, the
finest museum in Europe . and, as a visitor, I may. assert, one of
the mot renowned colltctions in physiology. It is impossible
that such a connexion can carry with it any other e’Sict than
honour and distinction to the general practitioner; and I cannot
anticipate any new arrangement which will be more conducive
to the honour, the character, and the station of the general
practitioner. (Hear.) I pass on now to another alteration I pro-
posed in the Bill of last session. It was an obvious error to pro-
vide that a gentleman seeking to be qualified as a physician
should for the two years immediately preceding his examination
,at the College of Physicians have resided in the university. In
many cases this would be found a great hindrance to attendance
on foreign universities and for foreign education. I propose to
change the necessity to two years’ residence at the university
after matriculation, instead of two years before examination.
So, also, with respect to attendance on foreign universities; I
think upon the whole it expedient to propose that only one year’s
residence at. a foreign university should be required, and that
the required studies should be three years, in the whole of
which at least one should be passed in some one foreign univer-
sity. I now come to the general constitution of the council, and it
is a point of great importance. If, Sir, I filled any other situation
than that which I lmve the honour to hold, I should, perhaps,
have ventured to propose some alteration in the Bill in this re-
spect. It is my opinion that it would lead to far greater safety
if there were left to the executive government, acting, on its re-

sponsibility in Parliament, the power of nominating permanently
the council. I think there are evils arising from the election of
members by the general medical body which would thus be
avoided, but having proposed a mixed scheme of nomination and
of election, on the whole I adhere to the proposition as it was in-
troduced in the Bill of last session. That point may still be open
for discussion, but I beg to state distinctly, that in reserving to
the Crown the nomination of’ six members of the council, I do
not introduce that provision, without stating, that any advice I
may give to the Crown will be with a knowledge that a portion,
at least, must be general practitioners, and a portion of them
country practitioners. Upon that point I am clear, that the gene-
ral practitioners and the country practitioners have a right to be
represented in the council. (Cheers ) There was also in the Bill
of last year an omission which I propose to supply. There was
no power given to the council to remove a person from the reges-
ter in case of any flagrant misconduct. I propose now to invest
the council with power to remove from the register all parties
who may be convicted in a court of law of any criminal offence,
or if he should have used any false or simulated testimonials to
obtain admission. (Hear, hear.) One other alteration I propose
in a provision of the Bill, which arose from a misconception on
my part last year. I proposed to give the faculty of physicians
and surgeons of Glasgow equal power of licensing with the faculty
of physicians and surgeons of Edinburgh. I made that proposi-
tion in the belief that the faculty of physicians and surgeons in
Glasgow had, in the four counties adjacent to that city, power to
license practitioners both in surgery and medicine; but by sub-
sequent information, I have discovered that they have no power
to grant licences for practising medicine. The question has been
directly raised, and it has been determined that they have not
such power. I made the proposition on a false conception of
their power, and on the whole I think it better to withdraw that
provision, and to give the sole power of licensing to the College of
Physicians and Surgeons in Edinburgh. I am not aware that there
is any other change proposed in the Bill which I have omitted
to state to the house. I have recapitulated the various provisions of
the original Bill, and I have pointed out those alterations I intend to
make, which, so far from being at variance with any of the objects of
the original measure, are quite consistent with them, and conducive
to their accomplishment. I have endeavoured to meet fairly the
objections of the great body of medical men who have canvassed
my measure. I do not complain in the least of the severity of
criticism to which it was subjected. I was only anxious to avail
myself of the knowledge of the subject which that criticism dis-
closed. I do now commit the Bill to the candid consideration of
the profession and the public. I certainly have taken a calm
and dispassionate view of the whole subject, and with only one
desire-to promote the interests of the profession and of the com-
munity. No labour I have bestowed on it will be thrown awav,
in the least degree, if that object shall be gained ; and I certainly
commit it to the further consideration of the house and the
country in the confident hope and expectation that this session

will not close without some measure receiving the sanction of
Parliament which shall better regulate medical practice thfongh-
out the United Kingdom. (Hear, hear.) The right hon. baronet
concluded by moving for leave to introduce the Bill.
The question having been put, 

’

Mr. WAKLEY said,-I have heard with very great satisfac-
tion the statement of the right hon. baronet, and I earnestly
hope, and really believe, that the difficulties which beset this
subject, will be amicably arranged and finally settled. The
right hon. gentleman has shewn, by the alterations he has pro-
posed, that he is most anxious to consider every matter mooted
by the general practitioners and the profession. I believe the
right hon. gentleman, and the government to which he belongs,
could scarcely have been aware of the difficulties by which this
subject is encompassed. There are so many various interests, so
many laws affecting the profession, so many rights conferred by
those different laws, in some instances opposed apparently to
every principle of sense and reason, that more difficulties were,
in fact, connected with this subject, than almost any other re-
quiring the legislative interference of the house. I felt very
strongly opposed to the other bill. I considered some portions
of it most objectionable; but I do not now wish to refer to thos&euml;
unpleasant topics. I am so satisfied that the right hon. ,gen-

tleman, from the alterations he has proposed, is anxious to con&middot;

ciliate all parties in the profession, and to listen attentively and
deliberately to the various suggestions that may be made, that I
have only now to request that he will not propose the second
reading of the bill at an early period, but give time for the most
mature consideration of its provisions by the profession. If the

right hon. gentleman will only continue to pursue the course he
has now taken, he will receive, I can assure him, the gratitude
of one of the most important bodies of men to be found in this

country. (Cheers.)
Sir J. GRAHAM said be had heard with great delight the

observations of the hon. member for Finsbury. His proposals
had been received by that hon. member in such a cordial spirit,
it gave him hopes that satisfaction would ultimately be produced
by his measure. He would at once accede to the request of the
hon. member, and would state that he should not bring on the
Bill for the second reading until after Easter. (Cheers.)

THE MEDICAL CHARTERS BILL.

I Sir JAMES GRAHAM afterwards said, that, in as few
words as possible, he would state the heads of the Bill which
stood next on the paper. This Bill was to enable her Majesty
to grant new charters to certain colleges of physicians and
surgeons. He woud state that it was his intention, in order
to enable the house to comprehend the entire bearing of the *
measure, to lay upon the table of the house the grants of four
charters relating to the Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons in
London, the Colleges of Physicians in Dublin, the College of
Physicians in Edinburgh, and the College of Surgeons in Edin-
burgh. When these were produced, it would then be seen how

far they 
were connected with the whole question of medical re-

form, and with his proposed measure on the subject. He should
conclude by moving for leave to bring in a Bill to enable her

Majesty to grant new charters to certain colleges of physicians
and surgeons.
The Bill was then brought in.
Both the above measures having been introduced, and formally

read a first time, Sir James Graham appointed, in relation to each,
MONDAY, APRIL 7TH, FOR THE SECOND READING.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.

VOTING FOR REPRESENTATIVES IN MEDICAL IN-
STITUTIONS.&mdash;To the Editor.&mdash;Sir: Allow me to suggest the
appointment of a central spot upon which the voters by ballot
and the voters by proxy may meet. Let those residing within
certain limits be compelld to attend, personally, to vote, and let
those living without those limits have the privilege of voting by
proxy. This arrangement would preserve to country voters their
privilege, and ensure a large assemblage of members at the an-
nual meetings. Yours obediently, PH&OElig;NIX. Feb. 23.

PETITION FROM BATH IN FAVOUR OF MIDWIFERY.
- own Thursday, the 20th Feb., a petition from Bath was pre-
sented to the House of Commons, praying the honourable house
to enact a law which shall secure to her Majesty’s subjects pro-
tection from dangerous and incompetent practitioners in mid-
wifery, protect the privileges of the properly educated and duly
licensed, and thereby uphold the dignity of an honourable a
useful profession.
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THE DICTIONARY OF PRACTlCAL SURGERY.&mdash;To
she Editor-Sir: I unfortunately purchased, a few weeks since, all
the numbers of the "Dictionary of Practical Surgery," supposing,
of course, that it was to be continued. I learn, however, that an-
other number is not likely to be printed ! Now, Sir, is it fair
thus to delude the public ? Has the editor (Mr. Costello) acted
the part of an honest man, in undertaking a task which he knew
he was not likely to complete, as well as in withholding informa-
tion respecting the non-continuance of the work, which would
have prevented many (like myself) from being victimized ?

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, Type.

’** Our correspondent has his remedy, such as it is, in a court
of law.

TREATMENT IN CASES OP BURN.-Dr. WM. JONES,
of Lutterworth, has sent to us for publication the following fact:
&mdash;" About twenty-five years since I was called to a young lady
who was dreadfully burnt on the thighs and abdomen. It ap-
peared to us a hopeless case. It immediately struck me that the
administration of a very strong opiate afforded the only shadow of
a chance for the patient, That, therefore, I immediately gave
her. A tranquil sleep resulted. When its effects went off I

repeated it, and I was quite surprised not only to see how little
she suffered, but how kindly the burnt parts cicatrized and
healed. I have always since used it with great advantage."
WANT OF MEDICAL INSTRUCTION AT THE LONDON

HOSPITAL.&mdash;A pupil, referring to some recent complaints (and
99 
very just ones," he calls them,) of the neglect of the interests

of the pupils by the surgeons and physicians of the above-
named establishment, observes, as regards Mr. Scott, " All
who have been in the habit of attending the surgical practice
of that gentleman know that he is the only surgeon there
who ever gives a clinical lecture, regarded as bedside lec-

tures; but to hear them, however, the pupils must follow the sur-
geon through the wards, and not expect him to address them in
the lecture-room. As regards the appointment of the house-
8urgeon (our correspondent continues) it is the general opinion
of the students that the surgeons have all shewn a great want of
good faith towards the gentlemen whose money they have
pocketed, but whose interests they have in this respect grossly
neglected. Certain advantages were held out to the pupils on
the payment of thirty guineas, but when the money was paid
the privileges were, if not with the consent, at all events, with-
out any opposition on the part of the surgeons, withdrawn.
Whether such conduct can be described as obtaining money
under false pretences abler casuists must determine."

‘ RARA AVIS.&mdash;To the Editor.&mdash;Sir: Permit me to
inquire, through the medium of THE LANCET, whether a four-
legged chicken is considered as a "rara avis in terris ?" I have
got possession of a chicken with four legs, which lived for about
a fortnight, and ate, and went about with the little brood ; not,
however, walking upon all fours, as the two supernumerary legs
were dragged upon the ground, the bird not having the least
power over them, although perfectly formed, and very nearly as
large as the two natural legs. The spine is of the usual length,
the supernumerary legs being attached merely by the integuments.
The cloaca opens at the left side, a little below the usual situation
of the tail. Your obedient servant, A SUBSCRIBER, Feb. 11.

BRENTFORD MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.-The deputa-
tion from the late Meeting of General Practitioners of West
Middlesex and Surrey, held at Brentford,-comprising, Dr. DAY,
of Acton, Chairman, Mr. BONNEY, of Brentford, and Mr. BuRGr,
of Hammersmith, the proposer and seconder, and Mr. H. G. DAY,
of Isleworth, Hon. Sec.,-had an interview with the honourable
member for Middlesex, on the 7th inst., to point out the objection-
able points of Sir James Graham’s Medical Bill, and on Monday,Mr. H. G. Day presented to Sir James Graham the memorial
agreed upon at the meeting.

AMAUROSIS AND INCIPIENT CATARACT.-In THE
LANCET of February 15, in the paper by Dr. Mayne, great
praise is given to the late Professor Sanson for discovering a
method of distinguishing between amaurosis and incipient
cataract, by means of the images which are reflected from the
eye, when a lighted candle is placed before it. A correspondent
(" suum cuique") says, with reference to this, " Whatever may ’,,
be the value of the mode of diagnosis referred to, the merit of
its discovery is due, not to Sanson, but to Purkinje, who, in a
(Commentatio de examine physiologico organi visus et systematis
crystallini, quam..... Decemb. 1823, publice defendit J. E-
Purkinje, assumto socio G. Kraus. Vratislavi&aelig;,’) Thesis pub
lished nearly two-and-twenty years ago, first noticed the phe-
nomena to which Dr. Mayne refers."

THE DIGNITY OF BRICKS AND MORTAR.&mdash;To the
Editor.&mdash;Sir: A writer in a contemporary publication makes the
following inquiry,-" How do members of the College of Sur-
geons who have enrolled themselves as members of the National
Association of General Practitioners, reconcile their proceedings
with the concluding part of the obligation, in which they solemnly
swore, to the utmost of their power, to maintain the dignity and
welfare of the College." I would ask, what constitutes the Col-
lege ? Does the building of bricks and mortar in Lincoln’s Inn-
fields, or do the members? And if the latter, have the Council
evinced that sensitive regard for the solemn obligation which
the writer in question deems to be so essentially binding on
one party, but which common sense would determine to be obli-
gatory on all? Now, if my impression of what constitutes a
College be correct, I shall leave it to your readers to determine
whether the remarks of the writer alluded to apply most to
those who, by an unparalleled assumption, have arrogated to them-
selves particular privileges, and who have thereby lowered the
dignity and welfare of the rest of the members-id est, a part of
the College, or to those who had too much regard for the
general interests of the profession to yield a passive and dis-
honourable submission.-I am, sir, yours respectfully,
24th Feb. 1845, Braunton, near Barnstaple. M.R.C.S.L.
THERE has been this week in course of signature, in

the western division of Somerset, a protest against the recent
proceedings of the council of the College of Surgeons in Lin-
coln’s-inn-Fields, in the matter of the elections to the fellowship, to
which four of the newly-elected fellowshave appended their names.

CORRESPONDENTS.
The communication of Mr. Bannerman, tIl.P., with a letter of apology

from Mr. Lawrence to Mr. Guthrie, reached us at too late a period for pub-
lication in the present number of THE LANCET.

It is not necessary to publish the explanation forwarded by Dr. R. B.
The best apology for the " irregularity" will be the appearance of the MS.
in print when ready for publication.
The proposed communication of Mr. Champneys shall be inserted.
The brief but excellent petition forwarded by Mr. John Davison, from the

general medical practitioners of Alnwick and its neighbourhood, should be
inserted in THE LANCET, but that the number of petitions presenting simi-
lar claims is too large for their publication entire, and selections from
amongst them would seem invidious.
The timely petitions forwarded by our friend Mr. L. 0. Fox have been

received and presented. The copy of the petition forwarded by Iilr. Georgr
King, from Bath, safely reached us.
Mr. Ryan will find the article respecting which he writes in our next

number.

The letter of Dr. Macdonnell, although in type, is unavoidably postponed
until next week.
We have not room for the letter of Mr. Ch. Clough in the present number-

We may be able to insert the whole, or part, next week.
Dr. Mackin’s paper on Gout has been in our hands some time, and shall

be inserted at as early a period as possible. We are much obliged to
Dr. Mackin for the information conveyed by his note. We were partially
acquainted with the trickery therein mentioned.
We have received the following letter from Dr. Simpson, of York :-

SIR&mdash;I trust you will allow me to state, through the medium of your
journal, that the misunderstanding recently existing between Drs. Laycock
and Morris has been most satisfactorily and amicably settled. Owing to a
little misapprehension in a matter that does not concern the public, having
been removed, Dr. Morris regrets the publication of his letter in THE
LANCET on the 3rd inst.-I have the honour, &c.-Feb. 24th, 1845.
We have received the following letter, in answer to an inquiry made in a

late number :-
To the Editor.-SrR : I have only this evening seen the inquiry of your

Stamford-street correspondent respecting the meeting of the medical prac-
titioners residing in Southwark, Lambeth, and adjacent districts, which was
held last October. The resolutions passed at that meeting were not exe-
cuted in consequence of the premature death of Mr. Clark, ths honorary
secretary, from an illness occasioned, in a great degree, by his exertions in
its cause. In the hope that the objects of the meeting might, notwith-
standing, be completed, I applied for the record of the proceedings, and
other documents, which our late lamented secretary held. Unfortunately,
from the domestic disarrangement occasioned by so unexpected a calamity,
they have not been found. I need y add, that their loss, and its conse-
quences, will not be more regretted by -your Stamford-sheet correspondent
than they have been by your obedient ervant,
Camberwell-green, Feb. 19, 1845. CaARMS GASELEE.
Communications have been received from Mr. Rich. Houlton-Delta-

Medicus-Mr. R. Robinson-J. de F.-Dr. S. Wright-Dr. C. E. Orpen-
M. D.-M. R. C. S. L. and L. A. C’.-Studens-Mr. James Shepphard-Mr.
Dalrymple&mdash;Mr. Macilwain-Mr. F. Gervis&mdash;Medicus and an Old Subscriber
- Civis-and other correspondents.
We are obliged to defer answering other correspondents until next

week.


